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Course  Basic Education Academic year 2015/2016 

Subject Morphology of Portuguese ECTS 5 

Type of course Compulsory 

Year 1
st
  Semeste

r 

2
nd

  Student Workload: 

Professor(s) Maria João Costa Pereira Total 165 Contact 60 T/P; 15 

OT 

Area Coordinator  

 

Mário Meleiro 

 

 

1. LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Understand the place of morphology in grammar; 

Develop the capacity for reflection, questioning and critical analysis, taking as object, 

especially the morphological component of the Portuguese language; 

Know various definitions of word and the specificity of this concept in morphology; 

Understand what distinguishes the morphological description of the processes of word 

formation. 

 

2. PROGRAMME 

Morphology’s object of study. 

Different definitions of Word. 

Compositionality and lexicalization. 

Word and morphological constituents. 

Simple and complex words. 

Morphological constituents: theme, root, affixes. 

Planned SD  
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Inflectional morphology. 

 Flexion (variable and invariable words)  

Nominal inflection and adjectival inflection: relevant categories for bending names, 

determiners, pronouns and adjectives (gender, number, case, degree, person). 

Verbal inflection: conjugation; relevant categories for flexion of verbs (mood-aspect-time, 

person-number) 

Morphological processes of word formation. 

Derivation: processes involving addition of constituents - affixation; processes that do not 

involve adding constituents - conversion, non affixal derivation. 

Composition: Morphological and Morphosyntactic. 

Irregular processes of word formation: semantic extension, loan, amalgamation, acronyms, 

truncation, onomatopoeia.  

 

3. COHERENCE BETWEEN PROGRAMME AND OBJECTIVES 

The contents of the course are aimed at the attainment of the objectives proposed, so that at 

the end of the semester students will be able to analyze the internal structure of simple and 

complex words and understand what distinguishes the morphological description of the 

processes of word formation 
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4. TEACHING METHODOLOGIES (INCLUDING EVALUATION) 

The methodological procedures and strategies (systematization of contents, individual and 

group research, preparation and presentation of oral and written work, accompanied by 

appropriate arguments and sharing ...) are in the direction of the bailout provisions of the 

student. Which is why if you value the continuous assessment, which requires the presence in 

2/3 of the hours actually taught (except students with special status), and comprises, with 

appropriate weighting: 

 

1. Written tests 65%  

2. Oral participation and class work 15%  

3. Written works + oral presentation 20% 

 

or 

The student may undergo assessment by examination, completion of a written exercise, if it has not 

been present in 2/3 of the total hours taught in continuing evaluation, or choose voluntarily. 

If appropriate, the teacher could, cumulatively, subject the student to oral evidence. 
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5. COHERENCE BETWEEN TEACHING METHODOLOGIES AND OBJECTIVES 

In this unit teaching strategies will lead to the stimulation of co-responsibility of the student at 

work. This will serve to an internalization of content worked in class and future application in 

the professional field; students who finalize this first study cycle, in addition to a passive 

knowledge, will master scientific-theoretical knowledge asset structures of the Portuguese 

language. Only in this way can we overcome the "extreme reduction, if not total absence, of 

the teaching of the structure and rules of the language since the mid-80 and weak links 

between the teaching of this subject and other fields also relevant, such as the promotion of 

knowledge of literature and reading skills." 

As this is a theoretical-practical course, we will encourage the active participation of students, 

especially in areas considered more critical of the morphological domain of the Portuguese 

language. 
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