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Course  Multimedia Communication Academic year 2021/2022 

Subject Communication and Visual Communication ECTS 4 

Type of course Compulsory 

Year 1st Semester 2nd Student Workload: 

Professor(s) Catarina Albuquerque Ferreira Carreto Total 108 Contact 52,5 

Area Coordinator Joaquim Manuel Fernandes Brigas 

 

 
1. LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

• Deepen the knowledge that allows a dynamic and interventional action in the visual 
communication area; 

• Acquire fundamental skills in visual communication elements and techniques; 

• Develop sensitivity to visual production through case studies; 

• Develop creativity in the production and development of visual content for different 
communication media. 

 
 

2. PROGRAMME 

1. Communication & Information; Verbal & Nonverbal Communication 
2.  Visual communication 
3. Visual literacy 

3.1. Gestalt Theory 
3.2. Visual message levels 
3.3. Fundamentals of Visual Literacy 

4. Basic elements of the visual message 
5. Contrast as Visual Communication Technique 
6. Visual message composition techniques 
7. Infographic Journalism 

7.1. Brief historical notes 
7.2. Genres of Iconographic Journalism 
7.3. Current Iconographic Journalism: The phenomenon of computer science and 
digital technologies 

 
 

3. COHERENCE BETWEEN PROGRAMME AND OBJECTIVES 

The objectives refer to the need for students to understand and deepen their knowledge 
in expression and visual communication. These objectives are achieved through the 
different programmatic contents presented. It is intended to equip students with skills that 
enable them to develop visual culture in general terms and promote critical thinking in the 
analysis of the various forms of visual representation. On the other hand, it is intended, 
through the exploitation of successive evaluation works, to promote the exploration and 
practical application of the lectured theoretical contents. 
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4. MAIN BIBLIOGRAPHY  

Arnheim, R. (2016). Arte e Percepção Visual: uma Psicologia da Visão Criadora. São 
Paulo: Edição Revista. 

Bertin, J. (1988). La gráfica y el tratamiento gráfico de la información. Madrid: Taurus 
Ediciones.  

Brigas, J. (2012). Infografia das Guerras do Golfo e Iraque na Imprensa Ibérica. Lisboa: 
Media XXI. 

Dondis, D. A. (2018). Sintaxe da Linguagem Visual (4.ª edição). Barcelona: Editorial 
Gustavo Gili. 

Fragoso, A. M. (2009). Formas e expressões da comunicação visual em Portugal: 
contributo para o estudo da cultura visual do século XX, através das publicações 
periódicas. Tese de doutoramento. Lisboa: Faculdade de Arquitetura, UNL. 

Jardí, E. (2014). Pensar com Imagens. São Paulo: Editorial Gustavo Gili, SL. 
Katz, J. (2012). Designing Information. Human factors and common sense in information 

design. New Jersey: Jon Wiley & Sons, Inc, 
Maceachren, A (2004). How Maps Work: Representation, Visualization, and Design. 

London: The Guilford Press. 
Peltzer, G. (1992). Jornalismo Iconográfico. Lisboa: Planeta Editora. 
Ribeiro, S. (2008). Infografia de Imprensa: história e análise ibérica comparada. Coimbra: 

Edições Minerva. 
Silva, A. (2006). Gráficos e Mapas: representação de informação estatística. Lisboa: 

Lidel. 
 
 

5. TEACHING METHODOLOGIES (INCLUDING EVALUATION) 

The teaching methodology uses the expositive, demonstrative, interrogative and active 
methods. In the sessions the expository method allows to expose the contents, the 
interrogative allows open and oriented debates to corroborate the learning of the 
contents. In practical sessions, the active and demonstrative method will reinforce 
engagement, interest, analysis, experimentation, and criticism. 
 
The summative dimension of continuous assessment is defined by the following 
elements: 

a) Practical and research exercises carried out in groups or individually with a total 
weight of 60%; 
b) Individual research work with a weighting of 30%; 
c) Participation and presence in class with a weighting of 10%. 

 
In Normal, Appeal and Special Examination, the student must submit all the individual 
work related to the continuous assessment period (50%) and respond to the written test 
(50%). 

 
 

6. COHERENCE BETWEEN TEACHING METHODOLOGIES AND OBJECTIVES 

The lectures aim to transmit fundamental concepts and contents for the area of 
expression and visual communication. The reading of texts and the case studies aim to 
consolidate the knowledge and skills acquired in the field of expression and visual 
communication. The practical work aims to stimulate reflection, foster critical thinking and 
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creativity, as well as allow the development of skills in the production of visual 
communication contents in the broader context of the contents of the Technical Superior 
Course in Reporter of Sound and Image. 

 
 

7. ATTENDANCE 

As stipulated in the ESECD, in this curricular unit there will be a compulsory of 2/3 
attendance for classes for students who opt for the continuous evaluation process. 

 

 
 


