
Erasmus Policy Statement (EPS) 
 

 

Instituto Politécnico da Guarda (IPG) was founded in 1980, but only in 1985 began its academic activities. 

It is located in the cities of Guarda and Seia and is one of the oldest polytechnic institutes of Portugal. 

IPG recognises internationalisation as a key-element to obtain a high quality level of education and 

research and to promote the institution in an academic world more competitive. 

Therefore, IPG has been making a big effort to maintain several cooperation activities with other similar 

institutions (European and non-European), particularly regarding student and teaching exchanges. 

Because IPG believes these mobility activities within the Erasmus programme represent a rich 

experience for their participants, not only in an academic and professional level but also in a personal 

one, it will continue to work hard in consolidating and expanding its partnerships as well as in promoting 

higher quality to future exchanges, either for students or teachers. 

IPG is also involved in a multilateral project with other European partners in the framework of LINGUA 

Action 2, which means additional effort from this institution, not only financially but also regarding human 

resources. 

Erasmus activities will continue to be promoted and developed aiming higher quality in mobility and in 

other lifelong learning activities by improving the access to information through better promotional 

material and means of internal communication. 

A considerable number of IPG’s students come from Portuguese Speaking Countries, such as Brazil, 

Angola, Mozambique, Cabo Verde and São Tomé e Príncipe, thus the institution’s policy regarding this 

subject is obviously non-discriminative. The same happens with gender equality where there is no 

restrictive policy. To facilitate the integration of disable students and staff, IPG is prepared with ways of 

access adapted to physical disable people. 

 
 

IPG ensures high quality in academic mobility activities through permanent assessment on the results of 

the exchanges accomplished. It continues to improve the quality of its flows: 

 By reinforcing the relation with the partner institution and hosting conditions given to students and 

teachers in mobility; 

 By giving full support in the mobility organisation (incoming and outgoing), providing information 

in leaflets from the host institutions and their cities (whenever possible), referring to their websites 

as well as their study programmes in order to facilitate the definition of the Learning Agreement 

between both institutions and the student, which must be completed before his/her departure, and 

to guarantee the recognition of theses studies; 

 By giving assistance in finding accommodation to incoming students and teachers, and trying to 

obtain some accommodation suggestions for the outgoing students and teachers; 

 IPG wants to sustain the quality of its incoming students by preparing and offering intensive 

Portuguese courses to facilitate their integration in the institutions and in the city. Usually, it is 

also indicated a Tutor, a teacher within the student’s study area to give him/her some academic 

orientation. In plus, contacts of former Erasmus students are given to the visiting students so that 

they can offer their “new” colleagues some assistance during their Erasmus stay. 



Aiming to achieve a high quality level in placement activities, IPG will sign placement agreements with 

partner institutions that can provide a quality work-programme to the students involved, namely with a 

detailed description of the objectives and tasks the students are expected to accomplish in this period, in 

addition to regular monitoring by one of their teachers at the IPG that shall be informed by the host 

institution, in a monthly basis, of the work performed by them with a brief evaluation of their placement 

period. Whenever possible, IPG will try to send the students’ placement advisers to visit them in their 

working place. 


